quality of care and an emerging
trend of enforcement activities.

News briefs 7

Read some of the latest news
affecting healthcare auditors.

Preparing for EHRs 9

Help your facility implement
an EHR by preparing for the
growing health information
exchange.

Baby boomers 11

An influx in baby boomers is
around the corner, but is your
facility prepared to take it on?
Follow these suggestions to
help your facility prepare for an
increase in elderly patients.

HCAS subscriber
benefits
Find sample audit programs
by logging on to www.
al I‘d-"fft’.\'l"i” rcescenter.com
and entering your HCPro
username and 1D.
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Acting on the heightened awareness
of conflicts of interests within medi-
cal facilities, one hospital system in
the Midwest tackled that problem
head-on earlier this year when it
implemented a new policy for man-
aging vendors.

logos to doctors, nurses, and staff
members, when they make hos-
pital visits. Vendors are also now
required to schedule appointments
instead of making unannounced
visits. Although HFHS made head-

lines across the country >p. 2

Review your community benefit policy
New report to tighten tax-exempt hospital standard

A number of policymakers in recent
years have intimated that the com-
munity benefit standard is inade-
quate and have called for its study.
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
is currently analyzing the com-
munity benefit standard and will
issue a final compliance report in
September 2008—change is on the
horizon.

Recent developments

On April 5, Towa Senator Chuck
Grassley wrote a letter to the GAO
asking for the community-benefit
standard to be studied. In the letter,
Grassley cited hospital executive
and board member compensation,
as well as the involvement of for-

profit business ventures in nonprofit
hospitals, as the reasons why he
wants the study conducted.

“The community benefit standard
means different things to different
people,” Grassley said in a recent
statement. “It's loosely defined. We
need to get a better handle on how
nonprofit hospitals are fulfilling their
requirement to serve the community
in exchange for the generous tax
breaks they receive.”

Grassley is not alone in his desire to
see the community benefit standard
clarified. In September 20006, the IRS
surveyed 550 hospitals about the
amount of charity care >p.5



